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Virus
Birdsong in full voice shares nature’s secrets

Isolation putting life on hold
Quiet lanes noisy with silent reflection

Death in wards ten thousand-fold
Clear skies provide a soothing peace

Media look for trouble and sin
Clapping drowns out the dissenting chatter

Hypocrisy, lies, and journeys unfettered
Talking to people we never knew well

Social distance stops hugging and comfort
Zoom gives us chance to solidly bond 

Scared relations long for contact in person
When normal returns if we know what it means

Chris Metcalfe, May 2020.
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Acton Bridge COVID-19 Support Group

Back in the middle of March, a group of Acton Bridge residents 
got together to provide a support network for the village. With 
approximately 20 helpers, we have been active, shopping, 
collecting prescriptions and having the occasional phone chat.

With the lockdown easing for many, we want to reassure 
everyone in the village we are still here, and the helpline will 
continue to be operational over the summer months. 

I’d like to thank all our amazing helpers. Especially those that 
queued for hours in torrential rain in March, then risked sun 
stroke queuing again by late May!

A particular thank you to Sarah Sharp and Selina Rooney- they 
have both done too much to mention here, but your 
contributions are really appreciated.

It has been my pleasure to answer the helpline phone over this 
period, experiencing first hand what supportive and friendly 
neighbours we have in our village.

If we can be of any help, please don’t hesitate to ring us on 
07933 765928, whether you have called us before or not!

Message from the editor
Welcome to the Summer edition of our village newsletter. As most of you 
may know, the newsletter is now under the guise of a new editor. My name 
is Keira Egerton of Orchard Avenue, and it’s a pleasure to be involved with 
ABCA and to be able to undertake this role. 

Given the current circumstances with the coronavirus, you may find that 
the content of this newsletter differs from that of the previous ones. 
However, despite obvious restrictions when it comes to the many active 
groups in our village being able to meet in person, many wonderful people 
have been in contact with me to contribute to this edition of the newsletter. 
Please consider this a big thank-you from me to them!

As usual, please feel free to send forward any contributions that you might 
like to see in the next newsletter. My email is keiraegerton@gmail.com. 
Alternatively, you can contact me on 07739941331. Thanks in advance! 
Stay safe everyone. Keira.
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Parish Council
Although not able to hold meetings as usual, the Parish Council 
business continues to be controlled and managed. As soon as the 
lockdown was imposed the Parish Council took steps to set up a 
Pandemic Crisis Management Team (PCMT) consisting of the 
chairman, vice-chairman and the Clerk. With full consultation with 
all Councillors business was conducted by the PCMT and recorded.  
Minutes are on the Parish Council website.

The normal timetable for business at this time of year has been 
disrupted by the constraints imposed due to the virus. During the 
lockdown, the Clerk has prepared the accounts for 2019 to 20, these 
have been reviewed by the Parish Council and are currently with the 
Internal Auditor. When certified, the accounts will be made available 
for viewing by residents.

In accordance with National guidelines for Local Authorities, the AGM 
is delayed to later in the year.

A great deal of information on dealing with the virus has been issued 
by CW&C. Some publications by CW&C on guidance for residents 
during lockdown and the pandemic are on the Parish Council website.

The Parish Council wish to record the sincere appreciation of the 
efforts by Trevor Brocklebank (Vice Chairman), Selina Rooney (ABCA 
Chair) and volunteers from the Village in the voluntary work and 
support activities operating throughout the Village.  In these uncertain 
times it is most important to have local friends to lean on if necessary.  
Please refer to the separate report from the volunteer support group in 
this Newsletter.

On a different note for the virus as people start to take regular 
exercise outside their property, following a request to have overgrown 
vegetation cut back on footpath FP5 that runs from the bridge over 
the railway at Old Lane across to Milton Rough, Network Rail were 
contacted for the work to be done. After some dispute that the length 
of the path parallel with the railway was not their responsibility a quick 
answer from CW&C clearly stated that when an Order of variation 
to the public footpath  and to an old crossing of the railway line was 
made (in 2000)  that the new path parallel to the railway, is the 
responsibility of Network Rail. Network Rail will update their records
and do the work. 
 

Parish Council News (from Bob Holt)
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Planning
At the time of going to press, there is no news on the application for 
nine park homes at the former Nursery on Station Road.
Further to the information in the last newsletter, the appeal against the 
refusal by CW&C of the Punch Partners original application for 
development of the Maypole pub and car park has, after a very long 
delay, been decided. The Inspector found in favour of CW&C and the 
appeal was dismissed. 

It is not known how the Inspectors report will affect the fate of our two 
hundred year old pub (the pub history starts in 1827, and even before 
that it was an ‘ale house’). The latest applications for pub and car park, 
one large detached house on the car park site and one for conversion 
and extension of the pub itself, are by a different owner. Again, it is not 
known if and how the Inspectors decision on the original applications 
will impact these applications. 

Roads and Safety
The purchase of the additional speed indicator for the Village is on hold 
but it is hoped to proceed as soon as the manufacturers are back at 
work. The data recorded from the existing signs has been very useful 
and has clearly shown that the lockdown has had a dramatic effect. 
Vehicle movements in March and April were significantly down. In April, 
the traffic was under half of the usual, expected monthly recordings. 
However, it almost goes without saying that speeding on our roads was 
not reduced. The data obtained from the speed indicator signs has 
been sent to the Police and CW&C Highways.

PCSO Surgeries
Our PCSO (Nicola Devey) has had to cancel the Surgeries in the Parish 
Rooms. As soon as possible, the new dates for surgeries will be 
published on the Parish Council website.

300 Club
ABCA has discussed the running of the 300 Club for this year and, in 
particular, the problems at present for our volunteers in distributing the 
share forms and collecting the money. It was decided to delay the start 
of the Club until later in the year, perhaps until December, to give some 
prizes for Christmas and then to run on into next year, This would mean 
that we would like to commence the sale of shares around September. 
This year, the 300 Club will be more important as a fundraiser for the 
Parish Rooms because of the loss of income due to the virus. We will 
be most grateful if you would continue your wonderful support.
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Acton Bridge Community Association
As scheduled, ABCA held its AGM on the 21st of May. It was 
a first for ABCA, with the meeting being a Zoom based video 
call, and there were 18 members in attendance - that’s more 
than we have had in recent years! 

This year we produced a Trustees report containing reports 
and financial results. This is available for everyone on ABCA‘s 
website. The report and accounts were accepted. Officials 
were elected, namely Jane Evans, Vice chair, Gill Spanton, 
bookings and meetings secretary, and Peter Hurst, Treasurer. 
Bob Holt is our President, as current Chairman of our Parish 
Council. The chairperson, Selina Rooney, will continue in her 
role as chairperson- everyone agreed she’s done a fantastic 
job this last year.

It was a successful meeting, and we suspect there will be 
more using this technology, irrespective of the coronavirus 
meeting restrictions. Thanks to everyone for your participation 
and contribution.

Milton Baptist Church
Given the current circumstances, Margaret Nixon is unable to 
open the church at the moment. Despite this, she is happy to 
receive contact from anyone who wishes to be in touch, and 
can be contacted on 01606 851852 or alternatively, via email at 
margaret.nixon1@btinternet.com.

The North West Baptist Association streams a live service at 
10:30 am on Sundays which anyone can tune into. The 
Association reaches from Carlisle to Holyhead and Stalybridge 
to Wrexham. The live streams are led by Regional Minister, Phil 
Jump, and can be found at nwba.org.uk. 
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Before Covid-19 became a real threat, self-
taught Roger Browne entertained members 
with his anecdotes and musical numbers at 
the last real WI meeting back on 10th March. 
He learnt to play the piano, then the keyboard, 

just by listening and reproducing the songs and tunes he heard 
around him. He never learned to read music but would be able 
to play any tune that he knew. He was a brilliant entertainer and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening.

That same evening some members had chosen to attend the 
half-yearly County Meeting to hear Annabel Tiffin speak. She 
somehow managed to be in the studios reporting for “Look 
North West” from 6:30pm to 7:00pm and still got to the venue to 
speak to the large gathering of WI members soon after 8:00pm. 
She was an impressive speaker and spoke fluently and without 
notes.

When the dangers of Covid-19 became apparent and it seemed 
that the disease was spreading all over the country we decided 
to cancel all planned activities for the foreseeable future. 
Members were kept informed by e-mail newsletters from the 
president, Sue Mallows. Some of the committee members 
managed a virtual committee meeting via ‘Zoom’ in April and 
more joined in May. The Book Club have met twice via ‘Zoom;’ 
the first time to discuss “Miss Webster and Cherif” by Patricia 
Duncker and the second time to review “Where the Crawdads 
Sing” by Delia Owens. Having just 40 minutes to discuss the 
book really focused attention. 

The Craft Club members have shared their creative 
achievements by email with photographs. Some have been 
sewing facemasks and some have been sewing garments for 
grandchildren. Committee members have each telephoned 
other members to find out how they are faring with getting 
groceries etc. There seems to be very good support from the 
local community, friends and family, or people are choosing 
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their time carefully to visit supermarkets.

The latest way of trying to ‘keep in touch’ was having a 
‘virtual Coffee Morning’ via Zoom. About twenty members 
logged on to see each other and share lockdown experiences. 
In the current circumstances it seems a reasonable way of 
getting a number of people together to have a chat. Many 
members are going for a regular walk from home and some-
times in the course of their daily exercise they come across 
other members. Making sure they keep their ‘social distance’ of 
two metres, it is possible to exchange a few words as well.

Virtual meetings will continue, and WI members will continue to 
find ways to stay connected and support one and other. 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!
Local businesses need the support of people within their 
community in order to thrive. The coronavirus pandemic is 
hitting small businesses in ways that make normal trading 
difficul, and many have had to adapt their working hours and 
the measures taken to ensure public and personal safety. Here 
are some of the local businesses who are doing a great job of 
serving our community despite the current circumstances:

The Outback Pizza Company (Authentic pizza making kits);
Pamela Cheshire Caterers, (Home-cooked meals for home 
delivery); Carl The Fish Man) At the Parish Rooms car park 
every Wednesday at 2:15pm); The Hazel Pear.

You will find a list of amazing local businesses that advertise 
with us at the end of this newsletter. Please do your best to 
support them now and in the future.
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ACTON BRIDGE PRE-SCHOOL 
NEEDS YOUR HELP TO SURVIVE
Acton Bridge Pre-school has been a vital 
part of the village since 1975.  We have 
provided early education to several 
generations of local residents, with parents 

of our current Pre-school children sharing fond memories of 
their time as an Acton Bridge Preschooler. 
We are a small, independent Pre-school with a high adult to 
children ratio enabling staff to really get to know all of the 
children, as well as going on outings, local walks and mobile 
library visits. 
As a small rural Pre-school, we rely very much on the 
involvement and support of the local community. At a time 
when government funding is limited and the demand for 
childcare changing, we need your support more than ever to 
help us to keep providing this much-cherished service. 

You can support the Pre-school in a variety of ways: 
Register your child(ren) with us and tell friends and family 
about us if they are looking for a preschool. Although we are 
currently closed due to COVID-19 restrictions we will be open 
again in September and have places available. We need at 
least 11 children to be registered with us so we can survive 
and care for future generations. 
We urgently need volunteer Trustees with a variety of roles 
being vacant, in particular, that of Treasurer. Our Trustees 
work together and share ideas to benefit the Preschool. 
We are a registered charity and rely on donations and grants 
to fund our provision. There are ways in which you could 
donate to us without any cost to yourselves. You can register 
Acton Bridge Pre-school as your chosen charity with Amazon 
Smile, so that each time you buy something from Amazon, the 
Pre-school receives a proportion of what you spend. 
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We are also a Co-Op Charity of the Year. You can go online to 
coop.co.uk/membership and choose us as your local cause. 
We also welcome direct donations and grants from charitable 
foundations to help us continue our valuable service to the 
local community. 
For more information on any of the above and to reserve a 
place for your child in September, please email: 
manager@actonbridgepreschool.co.uk and we will reply as 
soon as possible.

Thank you in anticipation of your kind support,
Acton Bridge Preschool

Weaver Vale Art Society
The Weaver Vale Art Society grows in strength and numbers each year. 
New members are continually joining almost causing us to outgrow our 
available space and therefore put a limit on member numbers. We paint 
in various mediums, watercolour, acrylic, oils.

We present two excellent exhibitions per year at the Acton Bridge 
Community Hall and endeavour to exhibit elsewhere around the 
Northwich area.

The Northwich Rotary club asked the group if we could paint the old 
upright piano that is normally situated outside the Odeon at Barons 
Quay. We gave it an undercoat and then, unfortunately, as with the 
exhibitions, it  had to put it on hold due to the corona virus.

We like to think that as a well established art group we are able to 
promote, exhibit and donate to worthy charitable causes. Indeed, St 
Luke’s in Hartford was one such venue where we would have been able 
to show off our work and that should have been held in April. Although 
meetings are currently suspended, we have a few spaces left if anyone 
would like to join us once they resume. Our very friendly art group 
meet every Monday at the parish rooms at 1pm til 5 pm. Everyone is 
welcome to come along and meet the members and have a go.
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Bird and Nature Watching
Our usual bird population has been suddenly increased by an influx of baby 
starlings, sometimes as many as five youngsters with one adult, what a din. 
Several months ago we spotted a few starlings with red and grey rings on 
their legs, obviously ringed at the same time before release.

The usual residents seem to be thriving judging by the amount of food they 
get through. I think our garden is at capacity for the number of blackbirds, 
sparrows and robins we have, all feeding young. The baby starling influx 
(probably 20 or 30) was a bit alarming, they took over the garden making a 
dreadful din and forcing most of our residents to stand aside. This continued 
for several days, we had to remove fat blocks from the feeders as a 
deterrent. 

A marauding jackdaw was quite a pest stealing food, though a great spotted 
woodpecker and nuthatch were welcome frequent visitors. Our greenfinches 
seem to be on the increase, chaffinch, goldfinch and all the tits seem to be 
maintaining their numbers, and the sparrows, well, too numerous to count! 
We have had a duck invasion, trying to get in our small pond and generally 
making a mess. They are not easy to deter. Nor is a magpie on the hunt for 
baby birds. The sparrow-hawk is noticeable by its absence recently.

The hover flies are interesting, holding station over their territory whilst 
charging off to deter intruders, or look for a mate, and then come back to 
start again. Bumblebees are enjoying our Aliums. Has anybody spotted a 
Cockchafer or May Bug this year?

There are several Blackcaps locally but House Martins, and Swifts are 
missing, and there are very few Swallows. Not many ChiffChaffs or 
Willow Warblers either which is very worrying.

Chris Williams

Acton Bridge Tae Kwon Do Classes 
Monday & Wednesday, Juniors 6.30-7.30 and Adults 7.30-8.30
Class instructor Mr G Smithies 4th Degree International Instructor
£4 per lesson on a pay as you go basis- first lesson is free.
Great classes for exercise, building confidence, meeting new 
friends and learning a new skill. 
For More information please call Mr Smithies on 07754801190
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Acton Bridge Bowling ClubActon Bridge Bowling Club
2019 proved to be another great year for Acton Bridge Bowling Club, which 
culminated in a new club house being installed, and keeps us going forward.

With the current lockdown due to the Coronus Virus there has been no play at the 
club, also all competitions have been postponed till further notice. We are hoping to 
have these started and completed as soon as we can start to compete again.

With support from ABCA and the Parish Council, we will have electricity to the club 
house opening up possibilities to have lighting, heating, and a kettle for hot drinks. 
At present we are awaiting the grant to allow this to happen.

This year has seen a change of committee members due to Jason and Louise 
Norris standing down in their roles in the club. The new committee members are 
Alan Coppock, President, Steve Sharpe, Chairman, Adrian Copley, Treasurer, and 
John Mahan, Club Secretary. They are now working in their new roles.

As a Club our membership has grown over the last 12 months and have seen a 18 
year old our ranks which is really good to see and will boost the bowling club going 
forward. 

We are always looking forward to new members joining us all standards are 
welcome. Our website has been good for new members finding us.

- Steve Sharpe, Chairman. 

Acton Bridge Tennis Club
Existing members will have recently received their renewal documentation 
and once returned will have been provided with the new access code. 

If as yet you are not a member of your local club why not consider joining 
as a family or just enrol your children to start a new activity on your door-
step. Beginners or players of all levels are welcome at the club and coaching 
can be organised. The Club charges are exceptional value and will not be 
matched locally meaning it is an affordable way to keep fit while enjoying the 
sport of tennis. 

To find out more please go to www.actonbridgetennis.co.uk.

The Club, like all village associations, is run voluntarily and we are keen to 
seek some new committee members. If you are interested in finding out more 
please contact Peter or Lynn for an informal chat.
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Bob Holt, Chairman 
Carole Robinson, Clerk

Parish Council
clerk@actonbrigeparishcouncil.org

01606 853698
N/A

Selina Rooney Chairman, ABCA 01606 852224

Gill Spanton Secretary of ABCA 01606 852356

Gill Spanton Parish Rooms Bookings 01606 852356

Keira Egerton Newsletter Editor 07739941331

John Spanton Acton Bridge Art Group 01606 852356

Ian Dodd Billiards/Snooker 0845 458 0000

Chris Williams Birdwatching 01606 851788

Kath Johnson Bridge Club 01606 852711

Lynn Fowler Brownies (Kingsley & Crowton) 01606 852240

Dee Smith/
Anna Alexander

Distaff Singers 01477 532982 
01925 658447

John Mahan Flat Green Bowling Club 01606 593886

Margaret Nixon Folk Dance Workshop 01606 851852

Joanne Moss Jo’s Art Group 01606 851196

Sharon Lomax Pre-School/Toddlers 07999 633011

Graham Soutar Scottish Dancers 01606 883496

Christa Stevens Slimming World 07775 666206

Gary Smithies Tae Kwon Do 07754 801190

Lynn Fowler Tennis 01606 852240

Cheryl Hamilton Verdin Bearders Group 01606 852878

Carol Dooley Weaver Vale Art Society 01606 783214

Valerie Mitchell WI Secretary 01606 854144

INCIDENT DESK LOCAL POLICE 0845 458 0000

NON EMERGENCY 101

COVID-19 Support Line 07933 765928

Village Contacts
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Support Local Products 
and Services - Advertisements
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Support Local Products 
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Support Local Products 
and Services - Advertisements



Friday the 8th of May marked the 
75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe day (VE Day), whereby the 
Second World War ended in Europe. 
Residents of Acton Bridge 
celebrated with socially distanced 
street parties.

Something Punny!
“I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. 
I just can’t put it down.”

A rainbow flag thanking the 
NHS at Dutton Locks.

Lockdown Crafts - A table playhouse made by Yvonne 
Hardcastle for her grandchildren using an old gazebo. 

Residents on Pear Tree Lane

Some outdoor photos 
taken by locals in Acton 
Bridge.


