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Maps

The Woodland Trust

	Introduction

	

	The Trust’s objectives and management approach guide the management of all the Trust’s properties, and are described on Page 3.  These determine basic management policies and methods, which apply to all sites unless specifically stated otherwise.  Such policies include free public access; keeping local people informed of major proposed work; the retention of old trees and dead wood; and a desire for management to be as unobtrusive where possible.   The Woodland Trust also has available Policy Statements covering a variety of woodland management issues.   

Any confidential information about this site is not included in this version of the plan.



	Plan Review and Updating

	The information presented in this Management plan is held in a database which is continuously being amended and updated.   Consequently this printed version may quickly become out of date, particularly in relation to the planned work programme.   

Please contact the Woodland Trust to confirm details of the current management programme.

There is a formal review of this plan every 5 years.




	Woodland Management Approach


	We believe that our organisation and our objectives are unique, therefore, the style of management of our woods must also be unique.  In seeking to improve woodland biodiversity and increase people’s understanding and enjoyment of woodland we therefore apply the following woodland management approach to our site management:

All Woodland Trust woods are certified by the Forest Stewardship Council.


	1.

	Our ancient semi-natural woods are allowed to develop naturally, unless there is a need to maintain habitat continuity for species that are wholly reliant on it, where they survive.


	2.

	Our ancient trees are retained for as long as possible but tree surgery is only undertaken to extend their lifespan as a last resort.


	3.

	All of our non-native conifer plantations on ancient woodland sites are restored to a predominantly semi-natural composition and structure.


	4.

	We encourage new native woodland to establish naturally wherever it will create opportunities for woodland biodiversity within a reasonable timescale, unless significant benefits for people’s understanding and enjoyment of woodland will accrue from tree planting.


	5.

	Our semi-natural recent-secondary woodland, which includes all new native woodland, is allowed to develop naturally.


	6.

	Our existing semi-natural open-ground and freshwater habitats are maintained wherever it is reasonable to assume that their management and the species that they support can be sustained.


	7.

	The long-term vision for all of our non-native conifer recent-secondary woods is either to convert them to predominantly native woodland or to restore them to semi-natural open ground, wherever there is a past history of semi-natural open ground and their future management can be sustained.

	8.

	We believe that when considering the need to control a species, its native or non-native status is unimportant. The key issue is whether it is causing significant ongoing habitat change or loss of other species, additional to that from climate change. However, even where this is the case, remedial action is only undertaken if it can be sustained.

	9.

	The heritage value of our woods and trees are taken into account while recognising conservation should be informed by history not ruled by it.


	10.

	In addition to their biodiversity and heritage value, the public benefit of our woods lies principally in their aesthetic qualities; beauty, tranquillity, timelessness.


	11.

	We provide free public access to sites for quiet, informal recreation and woods are managed to make them accessible, welcoming and safe.


	12.

	We believe in the benefits of community woodland management and enables or supports management of woods by local people.


	13.

	We work with neighbours, local people, relevant organisations and interest groups.



	


Site Details

	Hazel Pear Wood

	
	Location:
	Acton Bridge

Grid reference: SJ600746

OS 1:50,000 Sheet No. 117

The site is about 200m east of the Pub in the village centre opposite a terrace of houses. Acton Bridge is west of Weaverham.

	
	County / District:
	Cheshire

	
	Area:
	6.82 acres (2.76 hectares)

	
	Designations:
	Community Forest


Altitude: 


Max 35 (m)


Min 30 (m)

Aspect: Flat

Summary Site Description

Hazel Pear Wood is  located  on the north side of Station Road, in the village of Acton Bridge near Weaverham. It is on land previously used for farming (improved pasture). It is a community woodland planted in early 2000 as part of the Woodland Trusts Millennium Commission funded project "Woods on Your Doorstep" (WOYD) and is part of the Mersey Forest. The site was purchased with the help and support of the Millennium Commission, the Sainsbury Family Trust, Homebase, the Mersey Forest and through donations from local residents. Local people were also involved in the design and subsequent planting of the new woodland.

Roughly square, the site is new native broadleaved woodland planted in four blocks covering 2.08 ha interspersed with a network of rides and open ground (approximately 0.72ha). The planting mix comprised: English (Pedunculate) oak 35%, common alder 20%, ash 15%, silver birch 10%, rowan 5%, willow 5% and 10% woody shrubs: hazel 5%, hawthorn 2%, dog rose 2%, and blackthorn1%.

The wood has one public/management access point off Station Road. Six hundred metres of footpath are maintained by grass cutting, giving access to the whole site, including 0.7ha of open ground and two ponds. The northern most of the two ponds has been restored and extended and the other is a recently created wetland scrape with associated unmanaged grassland/scrub. The wood also has a feature at its heart celebrating the passing of the Millennium which includes a standing stone with a Time capsule buried beneath it,  and twelve Hazel Pear trees planted throughout the site (on ride edges).

Summary Description of Access Provision

Hazel Pear Wood is a 2.76ha rural new plant woodland. The site is open to the public via a wheelchair accessible kissing gate however the footpaths are not surfaced and do get very wet during the winter, the site is flat with no significant gradients.

There is an information board just inside the entrance.

Access is off Station Road, Acton Bridge.

There are no public toilets in the vicinity.

There is no official parking but the garden centre opposite has a car park as does the Hazel Pear pub and both are worth a visit.

The nearest Bus Stop is on Hill Top Road which is the next turning on the right if heading north west away from the site entrance about 5 minutes walk. From the bus stop head south to the junction with Station Road, turn left and the entrance to the site is a short distance up on the left handside, this journey is all on pavements.

The train station at Acton Bridge is also just 5 minutes walk away located on the Hill Top Road / Station Road Junction. To reach the site entrance follow the bus stop directions above. 

For more travel information visit the Traveline website on http://www.traveline.org.uk/index.htm

Public Rights of Way

	Type of ROW
	Description of route

	
	


Facilities available

	Facility
	Yes/No

	Woodland Trust car park at site
	No

	Parking nearby
	Yes

	Local parking difficult
	No

	Good views 
	Yes

	Waymarked walk
	No

	Information board
	Yes

	Free leaflet available
	No

	Well worth a visit
	Yes


Long Term Intentions

The aim is to create a new native amenity woodland and other associated habitats (including wetlands and grassland) that compliment and enhance the local landscape. The wood will contribute  to the development  of  the Mersey Forest.  The site will offer opportunities for informal recreation and if opportunity allows wood products.

The woodland will be managed as mixed native broadleaved woodland.  The dominant appearance of which will be oak-ash woodland. The development of stand structure; species mixture: herb and under-storey layers; and the rise and decline of mature trees will be allowed to develop naturally.  This natural rate of change will enable the widest possible variety of habitats and species to survive and evolve.   Appropriate coppice programmes along ride edges will aim to create structural stability for the purpose of public safety.

Open ground will be allowed to develop as areas of scrub particularly along woodland margins and the wetter areas to the east of the wood.  

The wetland habitat will be allowed to progress through succession.

Guided by the parameters set out in the Woodland Trusts woodland management principles and access policy, management will continue to seek a balance between conservation and public enjoyment. The woodland will become a prominent landscape feature and a key recreational resource for local walkers. We shall aim to maintain close links with local organisations like the Mersey Forest and the Parish Council. Local residents will be encouraged to play an active part in caring for the site.

Compartments and Sub-compartments

(Compartments are permanent subdivisions marked by permanent boundary features such as rides, streams etc.   Sub-compartments are divisions of compartments and are not necessarily permanent units; their boundaries may change as a result of management or natural processes.)

	Sub Cpt No.
	Sub Cpt Area Ha
	General Description
	Management Regime
	Management Constraints
	Key Features Present
	Designations

	1
	2.08
	The wood forms one roughly square, flat compartment.  All boundaries are defined by hedgerows.  The southern boundary abuts Station road and offers the only management and public access point.  The extreme north west boundary abuts a stable and small paddock the remaining boundaries lie adjacent to improved pasture.   An overhead powerline runs along the south-eastern boundary and overhead telecommunications lines run along the Station Road facing.  The compartment is 74% (2.08ha) new native woodland and 26% (0.72ha) open ground which includes paths rides and two ponds. A drainage ditch runs along the length of the south-eastern boundary. 

The planting mix comprised: English (Pedunculate) oak 35%, common alder 20%, ash 15%, silver birch 10%, rowan 5%, willow 5% and 10% woody shrubs: hazel 5%, hawthorn 2%, dog rose 2%, and blackthorn 1%.  The oak were planted in blocks of approximately 50 trees, the ash and alder in blocks of 30, and  rowan, birch and willow in blocks of 15.  Prior to planting the site was seeded with a low vigour fescue mix. This currently remains the dominant plant in the herb layer.
	Where safe to do so the woodland blocks will be left to develop naturally. Where woodland operations occur the main drivers will be the tree safety programme; boundary issues; the development of a stable ride/woodland edge; and path sight lines/security, such operations will offer opportunities to create structural variety, and for the recruitment of natural regeneration.  

The paths will be cut to maintain public access as part of the annual estates management contract. The continuity of the pond habitats will be ensured through appropriate management. The ditch along the south-eastern boundary will be maintained.

Deadwood habitat will be increased through the retention of large standing and fallen deadwood where this does not compromise public safety.   

In the long term  (>50 years) the compartment will be managed as mixed, native species, high forest (Continuous Cover)  under an irregular group selection system, with areas of scrub and open ground.
	Overhead services S&SE boundaries., Public access, Water course/ditch SE Boundary., Community Woodland., Pond., Areas of wet ground.
	Informal Public Access, New Habitat Creation
	Community Forest


Key Features

(The Key Features of the site are identified and described in the table below. They encapsulate what is important about the site, and which site management is aimed at conserving.)

	Key Feature Name
	Ref. No.
	Key Feature Description
	Constraints and opportunities
	Evaluation - Why is it important?
	Cpt No.

	Informal Public Access
	f1
	Public access to the wood is gained off Station Road. There are six hundred metres of footpath providing access to the whole site, including 0.7ha of open space and two ponds (one of which has been extended and the other is a recently created wetland scrape).   The wood also has an information board near the entrance, and a Millennium Feature comprising a standing stone and numerous Hazel Pear trees dispersed along some of the paths and rides.
	The provision of access was a Key Feature in the design of Hazel Pear Wood, consequently within the constraints of the Woodland Trusts aims the sites potential has been maximised.  Therefore the key opportunities for the site are that the present levels of access be maintained, and the level of usage be increased. To some extent this can be achieved by maintaining close links with local people and organisations and by working with Cheshire West and Chester Council and the Mersey Forest to promote recreational use of the new wood.

The size and limited structural variety at the wood means that opportunities for community involvement are limited. The Trust can continue to foster an interest and sense of ownership amongst neighbours and local residents, through encouraging them to act as our local eyes and ears, and by keeping the community informed about future management works and proposals.
	The site affords new opportunities for quiet informal recreation in an area where few public footpaths and open spaces exist for local people. The Cheshire landscape has less than 5% woodland cover, therefore sites like Hazel Pear Wood managed for perpetuity serve as an important landmarks to be enjoyed by numerous generations.  The wood will also serve as a continuous reference point, food source and habitat to a wide range of wildlife, and so provide a location and opportunity for the public to access and enjoy nature.  As it matures Hazel Pear Wood will become a significant local landscape feature.  The wood is part of the Mersey Forest, a project designed to promote and improve the management and use of woodland in the region.
	Whole Site

	New Habitat Creation
	f2
	The compartment is 74% (2.08ha) new native woodland and 26% (0.72ha) open ground. The planting mix comprised: 35% English (Pedunculate) oak, common alder 20%, ash 15%, silver birch 10%, rowan 5%, willow 5% and 10% woody shrubs: hazel 5%, hawthorn 2%, dog rose 2%, and blackthorn1%.  The oak was planted in blocks of approximately 50 trees, the ash and alder in blocks of 30, and rowan, birch and willow in blocks of 15.  Prior to planting the site was seeded with a low vigour fescue mix. This remains the dominant ground flora in the woodland blocks and open ground although greater diversity exists at the headlands and hedgerows.   Wetland habitat at the wood includes a ditch along the south east boundary, a wetland scrape (created in 2000) and a deeper pond in the north-west corner that was restored and extended in 2000. The boundaries comprise mixed thorn hedge with occasional mature and semi-mature oak, alder and ash. The species composition and age of the incorporated trees suggest that the north and eastern hedges are quite old and may be a valuable source of seed source as well as wildlife havens.
	Through seeking naturally paced development within the woodland blocks there is the opportunity to allow a mosaic of habitats to merge and complement each other with minimal interruption to the intimate and complex cycles between lower plants – fungi - invertebrates and the larger woodland structure.  This will allow the widest possible range of species and habitats to evolve and survive. 

Due to the predominantly single aged upper canopy, many stands in the woodland will become etiolated and advance into senescence at the same time, providing opportunities through the tree safety programme to create specialised deadwood and decay habitats whilst opening up regeneration coupes.

The hedges provide important havens for wildlife and may provide seed banks for wildflowers and grasses. In addition they contain the only mature and over mature trees in the site (many of which have large amounts of deadwood in their crowns). The retention of standing and fallen deadwood will help diversify the sites habitat potential.  In the short term this can be achieved through where it is safe to do so by allowing hedge row trees to develop into maturity and senescence naturally.

Increased recreational usage may manifest itself as misuse, and could become a constraint to habitat management in future years. In particular this applies to the retention of areas of grassland and dead wood where a balance between habitat and fire risk must be found.
	Woodland to the north and west along the Weaver valley include large areas of semi-natural ancient woodland (SNAW)  in excess of 100 ha within 6km of Hazel Pear Wood.  The WOYD woodland Thorn Wood  (17ha)  lies 2km to the south west on the east side of Weaverham. Hazel Pear Wood and the other local Woodland Trust sites managed for perpetuity as woodland are an integral and important part of the local mosaic of habitats and help to add value to local biodiversity.  Ponds and wetland habitat are continuing to be lost from the landscape. Cheshire has 1/4 of all of the ponds in England and Wales. Wetland habitat is required for a number of red data book species including Great Crested Newt that is known to be in this area. The juxtaposition of Hazel Pear Wood within a landscape regionally poor in woodland, and near an area of high population means that the wood helps deliver the Trusts core objectives of "protecting native woodland”,  “ inspiring evryone to enjoy woodland" and "creating new native woodland".
	Whole Site


Management Objectives for each Key Feature

Section 7 provides a concise non technical statement of the overall long term intentions for the whole site. In this sub section are the long and short-term objectives applying to each key feature.

	Key Feature Name
	Ref. No.
	Vision
	Factors causing change
	Prediction / Short term objective

	Informal Public Access
	f1
	The long-term intention is to maintain the present access provision but increasing usage of the wood. Guided by the parameters set out in the Woodland Trusts woodland management principles and access policy, management will continue to seek a balance between conservation and public enjoyment. The Trusts duty of care to neighbours and visitors will continue to be addressed through ongoing tree safety and site risk assessment regimes, which will stimulate remedial works as required.   Local residents will be encouraged to play an active part in caring for the site.
	Natural Succession to scrub/woodland
	Signs welcoming the general public to make use of the wood will be maintained at the entrance point.  The woodland will be promoted through the Mersey Forest's and the Woodland Trust’s own publications and web site. We shall also aim to maintain close links where appropriate with local people and organisations like Acton Bridge Parish Council, Cheshire West and Chester Council and the Mersey Forest. An annual estate maintenance contract (EMC) will continue to run for the management of woodland fixtures and paths, and the removal of litter and fly-tipping.

	New Habitat Creation
	f2
	The woodland will be managed as mixed native broadleaved woodland.  The dominant appearance of which will be oak-ash woodland. The development of stand structure; species mixture: herb and under-storey layers; and the rise and decline of mature trees will be allowed to develop naturally.  This natural rate of change will enable the widest possible variety of habitats and species to survive and evolve.   Appropriate coppice programmes along ride edges will aim to create structural stability for the purpose of public safety.

Open ground will be allowed to develop as areas of scrub particularly along woodland margins and the wetter areas to the east of the wood.  

The wetland habitat will be allowed to progress through succession.
	Natural Succession to carr, Pollution (ponds), Siltation (ponds), Development to thicket stage
	Works such as path and ride cutting, maintenance of woodland fixtures, hedges, and boundary fences and removal of litter and fly-tipping will be entered into an annual Estate Maintenance Contract (EMC). Subject to the ongoing assessment of stand development selective coppice works at ride side will focus on maintaining stand stability / tree safety and key sight lines at key junctions and access points and alongside overhead power lines.  Otherwise where safe to do so the development of the woodland blocks will be left to natural processes.

In this plan period a ride edge coppice of 0.075 ha will occur.  Edge to be cut to a depth of 3m - Hazel Pears to be retained as standards but crown lifted to 1.5m.

Minimal intervention in the management of the ponds will occur.


Glossary

Ancient Woodland

Ancient woods are defined as those where there has been continuous woodland cover since at least 1600 AD.  In Scotland ancient woods are defined strictly as sites shown as semi-natural woodland on the ‘Roy’ maps (a military survey carried out in 1750 AD, which is the best source of historical map evidence) and as woodland all subsequent maps.  However, they have been combined with long-established woods of semi-natural origin (originating from between 1750 and 1860) into a single category of Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland to take account of uncertainties in their identification.  Ancient woods include Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland and plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (see below). May support many species that are only found in ancient woodland.

Ancient Semi - Natural Woodland

Stands in ancient woods defined as those consisting predominantly of native trees and shrubs that have not obviously been planted, which have arisen from natural regeneration or coppice regrowth. 
Ancient Woodland Site

Stands in ancient woods that have been converted to plantations, of coniferous, broadleaved or mixed species, usually for timber production, including plantations of native species planted so closely together that any semi-natural elements of the understorey have been suppressed.

Beating Up

Replacing any newly planted trees that have died in the first few years after planting.

Broadleaf

A tree having broad leaves (such as oak) rather than needles found on conifers (such as Scots pine).

Canopy

The uppermost layer of vegetation in a woodland, or the upper foliage and branches of an individual tree.

Clearfell

Felling of all trees within a defined area.

Compartment

Permanent management division of a woodland, usually defined on site by permanent features such as roads. See Sub-compartments.

Conifer

A tree having needles, rather than broadleaves, and typically bearing cones.

Continuous Cover forestry

A term used for managing woods to ensure that there are groups or individual trees of  different ages scattered over the whole wood and that some  mature tree cover is always maintained. Management is by repeated thinning and no large areas are ever completely felled all at once.  

Coppice

Trees which are cut back to ground levels at regular intervals (3-25 years).

Exotic (non-native) Species

Species originating from other countries (or other parts of the UK) that have been introduced by humans, deliberately or accidentally.

Field Layer

Layer of small, non-woody herbaceous plants such as bluebells.

Group Fell

The felling of a small group of trees, often to promote natural regeneration or allow planting.

Long Term Retention

Discrete groups of trees (or in some cases single trees) that are retained significantly past their economic felling age. Operations may still be carried out within them and thinning is often necessary to maintain stability.
Minimum Intervention

Areas where no operations (such as thinning) will take place other than to protect public safety or possibly to control invasive exotic species.

Mixed Woodland

Woodland made up of broadleaved and coniferous trees.

National vegetation classification (NVC)

A classification scheme that allows an area of vegetation to be assigned to the standardised type that best matches the combination of plant species that it contains.  All woodlands in the UK can be described as being one of 18 main woodland types (W1 - W18), which principally reflect soil and climatic conditions.   For example, Upland Oakwoods are type W11,  and normally occur on well drained infertile soils in the cooler and wetter north and west of Britain.   Each main type can be subdivided into numerous subtypes.  Most real woods contain more than one type or sub-type and inevitably some woods are intermediate in character and can't be properly described by any sub type.

Native Species

Species that arrived in Britain without human assistance.

Natural Regeneration

Naturally grown trees from seeds falling from mature trees. Also regeneration from coppicing and suckering.

Origin & Provenance

The provenance of a tree or seed is the place where seed was collected to grow the tree or plant. The origin is the geographical location within the natural range of a species from where seeds/tree originally derives. Thus an acorn collected from a Turkey oak in Edinburgh would have an Edinburgh provenance and a southern European origin.

Re-Stocking

Re-planting an area of woodland, after it has been felled. 

Shrub Layer

Formed by woody plants 1-10m tall.

Silviculture

The growing and care of trees in woodlands.

Stand

Trees of one type or species, grouped together within a woodland.

Sub-Compartment

Temporary management division of a compartment, which may change between management plan periods.

Thinning

The felling of a proportion of individual trees within a given area. The remaining trees grow to fill in the space created.

Tubex or Grow or Tuley Tubes

Tubes placed over newly planted trees or natural regeneration that promote growth and provide protection from animals such as rabbits and deer.

Weeding

The control of vegetation immediately around newly planted trees or natural regeneration to promote tree growth until they become established. Either by hand cutting or with carefully selected weed killers such as glyphosate. 

Windblow/Windthrow

Trees or groups of trees blown over (usually uprooted) by strong winds and gales.

0
16

